In view of the proposed indefinite strike on 20th October 2008, State Bank officers Associations, which fortunately was called off at the time of going to the press, here is an

Excerpts from the interview with Mr. A. Jeroldine Antony,
 Regional Secretary, State Bank Officers Associations(Bengal Circle),Region-6, & Branch Manager Raksha Vihar, Lamba Line,

Port Blair.

Dr.Dinesh: What about the proposed indefinite strike on 20th October & what are your demands and what your association oppose?

Jeroldine Antony: Our Demands are:-

1. Improvement in SBI superannuation scheme. 

· Pension at 50% of last drawn pay without ceiling.

· Improvement / Revision of Pension for past retirees (7th Bipartite).

· Improvement in commutation formula. 

2. Extension of superannuation and other benefits at par with SBI to the Officers of 

     Associate Banks, without effecting merger. 

3. Implementation of MoUs dt.25.02.2008 and 05.06.2008.

We oppose:-

· Merger / Acquisition of Associate Banks with State Bank of India.

· Review of transfer placement policy on account of Circle re​design. 

· The understandings  reached on above issues have not been honoured

Dr.Dinesh: Don’t you think the strike will cause inconvenience to the customers?

Jeroldine Antony: Despite the 7 days joint indefinite strike in April 2006, improvements in pension schemes in SBI are yet to be approved by government of India, we have observed a days strike on 18th August2008, it is unfortunate that Management/Government have lukewarm response to the strike call. Management /Government will be solely responsible for the inconvenience to the customers and loss to the economy on account of closure of SBI branches, but as of now SBI employees have decided to defer the proposed indefinite strike.
Dr.Dinesh :-Tell me about the inter core transactions which has come to effect recently
Jeroldine Antony: Inter core transactions, if you deposit cash at non-home branches of Rs25000/- per day, you have to shell out Rs2/- per 1000 or Rs 25 per transaction.

     
 If you deposit cheques at home/non-home CBS branch, drawn on any CBS branch/other banks (unlimited), then intracity is free but intercity(per transaction) upto Rs 20,000/- is free but above Rs20000/- & upto Rs 5 lacs , Rs1.50/1000, above Rs 5 lacs Rs1.00/1000 i.e a minimum of Rs750 & maximum of Rs1250/-

  
 Deposit of clearing instruments at non-home CBS branch, drawn on non-CBS branch/other banks(unlimited) & encashment of cheques at non-home branch, transfer to another SB/CA at another CBS branch, the same service charge is applicable as mentioned above.

      
Encashment of cheque at non-home branch cash withdrawal by account holder Rs 50,000 per day is free, this has come to effect from 9/1/08.

Dr.Dinesh :-Raksha Vihar branch has been relocated to lamba line area, do you find decrease in customers as you have come out from the defence dominated area i.e Minnie bay?
Jeroldine Antony: Not really, indeed the customers have increased, SBI are here since 1957 we have about 17,800 branches working on a single platform of core banking, looks overwhelming. Internet banking to ATM are at your finger tips. This branch had good ambience, here the customers seems to be well disciplined( pointing finger towards the counter) can you see people stand in queue and wait for their turn ,like in other branches they spill over the counter. 
Dr.Dinesh :-Getting a loan from a bank is a nightmare is it true?

Jeroldine Antony: No, if you have proper documents, loans are sanctioned within a couple of days, in fact we encourage customers to take loan and start new business etc.

Dr.Dinesh :-What are the State bank of India officers association social commitment?

The association conducts voluntary blood donation camp, maintaining ten orphans, rendering support to people affected by natural calamites, contributing governments benevolent fund for noble cause, actively organize illiteracy eradication and save the environment  programmes, on 5th September social welfare programme was organized at Pranab Kanya Sangh by the SBIOA(Bengal circle) region-6, Port Blair.
The association has its own multi state co-operative society which extends financial assistance to the families of the deceased members amounting to Rs1,30,000/- instantly without paper works to meet the immediate expenses and obligations.
Dr.Dinesh :- State Bank of India bank has largest network in Andaman & Nicobar Islands, but there is no credit card facility, which can be used by tourist coming to the islands ,and for e-ticketing. Don’t you think so it is a disadvantage when private banks are giving neck to neck competition?

Jeroldine Antony: (frowning)You are absolutely correct, yes I feel credit card should be introduced in Bay Islands, where we have approximately  3 lakhs plus account holders, we can easily achieve the target, Loan borrowers, or salary account holders can be given credit card, so that we can retain the customers.
